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Abstract  

Globally, Organized crime has globalized and turned into one of the world's foremost economic and armed 

powers(UNODC report, 2010) and specifically in Africa, according to Report of the High Level Panel on Illicit 

Financial Flows from Africa, (2013) stated that governments' major revenues, and the countries' peace and 

security, are challenged by the increasing nature of illicit trade. As a result, the issue of contraband is 

attracting the attention of both the academics and practitioners. With this reality the aim of this study is to 

Assessing the practice and effects of contraband trade on security in Adama city. The study was employed 

descriptive method of research and utilized both quantitative and qualitative research approach with 134 

respondents and 8 key informant for interview. A combination of sampling techniques that was probably (simple 

random sampling, stratified random sampling) to conduct questioners survey for quantitative data collection as 

well as data analysis proportionally and non-probability (purposive or judgmental sampling and snow ball 

method) for key informant interview and FGD had employed due to the issue of the research. The result 

indicated that, contraband trade has negative impact on citizen security and counts for unstability of peace, 

security, and politics of government. When the authors conclude that, most challenging factors to combating 

contraband are: inadequate of control team, weak commitment of leadership and control team, less 

coordination, and collaboration with different stake holder, unperformed competent knowledge and skilled, lack 

of technological instruments like scanning machines,insufficient check point or kella, weak public Awareness 

and uninterested of Community; Employees not be honest for their job and organization. While the illicit trades 

are increased, it has negative impact on stability of country's security and the formal business development. 

Moreover, even though the government tired to tackle these negative consequences of the illicit trade through 

various interventions, the success so far is insufficient. The authors recommend that a collaboration and 
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coordination approach with different stalk holder should be adopted and developing strategy to address the 

internal and external threats on combating contraband by government.  

Keywords: Contraband, practice, threats, police, ERCA, security, effects, Adama city INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Back ground of the study 
Contraband is defined by Economic Forum as ‘‘money’’ goods or value gained from illegal and generally 

unethical activity’ which generates ‘economic, social, environmental or political harms’ (World Economic 

Forum, 2012:3). Illegal cross-border trade is an organized activity, involving both business and criminal 

activities, characterized by the importation or exportation of goods and services by unlawful means as well as 

evasion of taxes with an objective of making more profit within a short period of time (Jibril, 2014). 

In a world of convergence, the risks and threats associated with illegal trade are inter-connected in many ways 

each individually dangerous but whose sum represents a far greater threat across borders. Nadelmann (1993) 

argued that" the smuggling or contraband has been a problem for government authorities and policy makers as 

regulation failed to resolve the problem of smuggling". Additionally, it is a threat to the security of individuals, 

states, and the international community, and must be minimized to the greatest extent possible. Customs 

administrations throughout the world have the great responsibilities in achieving national objectives which 

promote economic development and well being of the society such as collecting government revenue from 

international trade protecting and ensuring security of the community and facilitating legitimate trade are among 

the objective (Wulf and Sokol, 2005).  

 In the African context, intro-African trade flows for the past 30 or more years have been low and full of 

discrepancies (Berg, 1985). Due to this the official intro-African trade accounts for only about 10% of total 

African exports and imports (Keane, et.al., 2010). While observations at individual African countries revealed 

that, is thriving, almost everywhere, and serving as a source of income to about 43 % of Africa’s population 

(Jean-Guy and Ajumbo, 2012). Generally, most of  Africans’ governments' major revenues, and the countries' 

peace and security, have been challenging with the increasing nature of illegal cross border trade. 

In Ethiopia Contraband trade was began long time ago. The first fight against contraband trade was started at 

the regime of Girmame Neway since 1960 E.C. In his tenure as a governor, one thing that challenged his 

administration was rampant smuggling along the Togo Wuchale Jigjiga corridor. Since then smugglers do not 

hesitate to smuggle goods into and out of Ethiopia and they are still doing it in spite of all laws and regulations, 

the seizure of contraband goods has become an everyday occurrence, almost daily, federal policemen and other 

law enforcement bodies mandated to seize contraband goods intercept many criminals involved in smuggling. 

Ethiopia customs proclamation 622/2009 article 2 sub-25 “contraband or prohibited goods’’ means goods of 

which the importation, exportation or transit is prohibited by laws or international agreement ratified by 

Ethiopia.  

 Referring to border controls are part of so-called ‘frontier regimes’ and These regimes “consist of agreements 

about borders: the practices that have grown up around them; the administration and management of borders 

controls; related systems of police and customs cooperation; and institutions and arrangements for Trans 

frontier cooperation” (Anderson, 2000: 15) . The frequently seized contraband goods smuggled into the country 

includes manufactured goods such as electronic and electrical goods, garments of various kinds, perfumes, 

cosmetics, pornography, habit forming drugs, armaments and others. Sudan, Eritrea, Kenya, and Djibouti are 

identified to be the main sources of these goods. Contraband is an illicit act which has harmful effect on the 

socioeconomic development of a country. Humera customs station office annual report, (2012 and 2014 ). 

Revealed that Precious metals as gold and silver, garments, cosmetics as well as dangerous drugs that 

demoralize the moral sense of the youth and others smuggled in to our country by crossing the Ethiopia-Sudan 

boarder  On the other hand coffee, Teff, pepper crone and different livestock animals are the most common 

items smuggled out to Sudan from this area.The border towns with Somalia Tog-Wuchale and Awbere are 

considered as centers of where smuggling goods are largely undertaken (Derveux, 2011). 

Adama city is one of the biggest city of Oromia region in which different heterogeneous group of people live in 

and socioeconomic where  it grew up. Due to this,  different illicit goods are entered into Adama city from 

different source and direction. This directions and source are: At east:- from Afar, both west and east Hararge; 

At south:- from Shashamanne, Bale Goba and Borena. According to Adama city five years police 
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report(2016-2020) indicated that it is fact many kinds of contraband goods like cigarette, weapons, shoes, sugar, 

different dress, milk, oil, different illicit goods and etc are imported daily from east and south direction of 

Adama city. This practice of the contraband made a big inflation on social, political, cultural, psychological, 

government-revenue, tax, legal-trade and influenced on community peace and security. 

1.2. Statement of the problem  

  Joossens and Raw (2003) assert that the solution of greater border controls and reduced excess exports is the 

best response to the contraband crises. The authors also emphasize that border enforcement has limited effects, 

and that a better solution lies in export and distribution controls on contraband goods manufacturers themselves.  

Previously, some researches were conducted in Ethiopia about contraband with different researchers and in 

different methods. For example, research conducted with Zemzem Adem and Teklu Kassu (2017) on title 

“Challenges of Cross Border Contraband Goods Control in Ethiopian Revenue and Customs Authority the Case 

of Humera Customs Station Office. Their finding was in Humara customs station office are lack of adequate 

man power, insufficient check points,incompetent knowledge and skill with the control unit and inconvenient 

physical working conditions.They have used inferential methods of analysis and probability (stratified random 

sampling) sampling techniques 
Also Habtamu Girma and Wubeshet Gezahagn, (2016) studied about “An Inquiry into the Nature, Causes and 

Effects of Contraband: Case of Ethiopia-Somali land Border Corridor” stated that Practicing smuggling affects 

the labor market in many ways: by dragging people away from formal employments, smuggling decreases the 

force participation rate; it also affects the quality of labor force mainly by eroding the work ethics & discipline, 

creating tastes that can`t fit with formal employment, by imposing rent seeking mentality (making smugglers 

develop a culture of easy money). However, their study employed only snowball sampling, but they not used 

simple random and stratified random sampling techniques and a non-probability sampling techniques was not 

identified.  
Belayneh Bogale, Moti Mosisa, et.al., (2015) conducted research on “Cross-Border Contraband Trade across 

the Main Route from Moyale to Hawassa: An Exploration into the Causes and Consequences” revealed that  

contraband trade being carried out across the main route from Moyale to Hawasa is a result of multiple factors 

that are generally grouped into individual and social, policy, and institutional causes. In their research key 

informant interview and observation techniques were used to collect information and snow ball sampling 

techniques rather than including focus group discussion(FGD), simple random, and stratified random sampling 

techniques.  

Additionally, the above researchers have not came up with specific title “practice and challenges of contraband 

on security at case of Adama city” Therefore, this study has planed to fill the above researches gap, we 

conducted our research on the title of practice and effects of contraband on security at Adama city depending on 

the following research objectives.  

1.3. Research questions 

What are the practices of contraband trade at Adama city? 

What are the external and internal threats to combating contraband trade? 

What are effects of contraband trade on security? 

1.4. Objective of the study 
1.4.1.  General objective/Aim/purpose 
The general aim of this research to analyze the practices and effects of contraband trade on the security. 

1.4.2. Specific objective 

To describe the practices of contraband trade at Adama city 

To identify the internal and external threats to combating contraband trade  

To analyze effect of contraband trade on security 

1.5. Significance of the study  

The significance of this study was to reduce the practice of contraband that affect security, the threats of 

security relates with contraband and effects of contraband on security. This study finding benefits for Adama 

ploce, Oromia police Commission, federal police commission, national intelligence and security office, border 
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controller and ERCA towards effective combating contraband Moreover, it will gives hint to all police 

organization and security office at different level. Finally, the study result will serve as bedrock for other 

researchers who are interested in the area. 

1.6. Scope the Study/Delimitation 
The study was conducted in Oromia regional state, Adama city with the ideas of practices and effect of 

contraband on security. It would be very interesting if the researcher is able to study the issue of the research in 

different aspect like current practice of contraband and its’ general effects in Oromia Region and at all Adama 

sub city. But due to the widest of the issue, it was not possible for the researcher to do so. Because, it consume 

budget, time, energy and reduce quality of research.Therefore, the study scope is limited with place, time, title 

and porpuse. The time to which it is scoped mainly ranges from (January _ March, 2021). 

1.7. Organization (Outline) of the Study 
This thesis was organized into five chapters. The first part is an introduction part in which background of the 

study, the statement of the problem, objective of the study, significance of the study, and scope of the study 

were included; the second chapter was literature review while the third chapter was methodology. Also, the 

fourth chapter included; data analysis, results and discussion while the fifth chapter included conclusion and 

recommendation. At the end of the paper reference was also attached. 

1.8. Definition of key terms 
 Contraband: Contraband is defined by Economic Forum as ‘‘money’’ goods or value gained from illegal 

and generally unethical activity’ which generates ‘economic, social, environmental or political harms’ (World 

Economic Forum, 2012:3) 

 Goods: according to Ethiopia proc. 622/2009 art. 1 means any kind of corporeal chattels and other 

incorporeal chattels deemed to be corporeal chattels by law including natural forces and resources of an 

economic value which are employed to use, and includes money  

 The Ethiopian Revenues and Customs Authority(ERCA): Customs administrations throughout the 

world have the great responsibilities in achieving national objectives which promote economic 

development and well being of the society such as collecting government revenue from international trade 

protecting and ensuring security of the community and facilitating legitimate trade are among the objective 

(Wulf and Sokol, 2005). 

 Security: is protection of person, building, organization, or county against threats such as crime or attacks 

by internal and foreign countries (Barry Buzan, 2000). 

 Organized crime: is a category of transnational, national, or local groupings of highly center enterprises 

run by criminals to engage in illegal activity, most commonly for profit, such as terrorist groups, are 

politically motivated (UNDOC report, Nov.15, 2000). 

Contraband Threat: contraband undermines and subverts the government’s authority within its borders; 

denies and destabilizes the existing national, legal, and social order; subverts the existing borders among 

countries and their territorial integrity; and, as such, the existing international legal order (Iztok Prezelj, 2006). 
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2. CONCEPTUAL FRAME WORK 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 1. Threats To Combating Contraband Trade 

Source: Authors’ own compilation of survey data 2021 

(1) External Threats To Combating Contraband Trade 

The individual and social threats to combating contraband trade are those factors that emanate from the life 

philosophy and attitude of the individual business operators, micro(household) economy and the culture, history, 

geographical location, and the socialization of an organized community (see fig 1 above). These individual and 

social to combating contraband trade have been manifested indifferent ways, out of which the following factors 

are identified as major factors. 

A. Desire to be rich too soon: According to village elders and legal pity business operators, there exists 

considerable level of desire to be rich too soon among the youth mainly through cross border contraband 

trade.The respondents argue that, though it is very difficult to come up with concrete evidence, undeniable 

number of wealthy individuals with hotels, gust houses, different vehicles and other economic heights in the 

study areas, alleged to be contraband trader or semi-contraband trader. This claim is also supported by the 

researchers’ informal observation and the communication with city administration heads. This allegation of 

money laundering and success story through contraband trade has become a bad inspiration to the youths and 

teenagers which have negatively affected their attitude towards education and legal business. The informal 

communication with the youths also reveals that considerable numbers of them are keen to follow the footsteps 

of those wealthy individuals whose wealth has been built on the trade of contraband.  

B. Considering Contraband as the only means of livelihood: It is known that pastoralism has been the 

dominant means of livelihood in parts of the study area particularly at Adama city. However, there is an 

emerging lifestyle of trading contraband among the youths. Contraband is even being considered as the most 

important (for some even as the sole) means of livelihood. According to the director of ERCA Adama city 

branch, due to the pastoral life style nature of their parents, the youths are turning towards CBCT as a means of 

sedentary life and making easy money. The Director further added that in comparison with the total youth 

population in the area the number of those who are in the formal sector is quite limited. Though this can be 

explained through multitude of factors, their preference of CBCT over the formal sector and their dependence 

on it as the only means of livelihood is one of the reasons.  
C. Supply and Price Difference: According to ERCA Adama city branch office Director, most of the basic 

goods frequently used by local people living near the Adama city are goods illegally imported from 

Togo-wuchale, Afar and Moyale to oromia region across both east and west Hararge zone as well as from 

Moyale and Bale Goba across through Shashamane city inter into Adama. This is due to the fact that goods 
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from the center (Adama) do not reach the areas in adequate quantity. Even if the goods reach with adequate 

quantity. Even if goods reached these locations, their prices would be so high due to transportation costs and 

become affordably for the poor. This poor supply and the significant price differences are fueling the already 

low culture of consuming legal items in the area. 

 

 

 
 

3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

3.1. Research design 
The study was employed descriptive method of research. According to Creswell (as cited in Michael Bloor and 

Fiona Wood, 1994) the descriptive method of research is vital to gather information about the present existing 

condition. The study utilized both quantitative and qualitative research tools (with aim of triangulation) in order 

to produce a richer and more complete report. 

3.2. Population of the Study 
The populations of the study were selected from police and ERCA ( federal police members) organizations. 

Specifically, From the department of crime prevention's, crime investigation and police leaders of each three 

sub city, federal police station, directive police, prosecute as well as court. Also I had used from sector of 

ERCA (federal police checkpoint controller), security office, local legal business, community policing board 

members and current contraband trader in Adama city. The researcher had attempted to conduct the study of 

practices and effect of contraband on security through representative sample of the study population were 

selected. 

3.3. Data Types and Sources 
This study had used both primary and secondary data type. The primary data was collected from the selection 

of population groups such as key informants Interview, focus group discussion and questionnaire survey 

members, and observation. Secondary data was obtained from crime records (CR), ERCA and Adama police 

five years (2016 - 2020) contraband statistics reports, different books and researches related with contraband 

trade . 

3.4. Sample size and sampling technique 
A combination of sampling techniques that was probably (simple random sampling and stratified random 

sampling) to conduct questioners survey for quantitative data collection as well as data analysis and 

non-probability (purposive or judgmental sampling and snow ball sampling) for key informant interview and 

FGD had employed due to the issue of the research (i.e. practice and effect of contraband on security). This 

means the study issue needs professional knowledge and awareness about the problem.  

 Depending on Taro yemane (1960), formula n = N / (1+N (E)2 ) sample size was calculated. Where, n; sample 

size, N; number of population size, E; Error occurred. According to the above the above result that the sample 

size was from the total population of 196 which was the lower number of responses from the respondents to 

maintain a 95% confident interval.  

Table 1: numbers of population size and sample size for questionnaire 

N

o 

participant 

respondents 

number of population size number of 

sample size 

Sub city M F T M F T 

1 Police(from 

crime prevention 

& investigation) 

Bole  46 13 59 31 9 40 

Dabe soloke  38 11 49 26 8 34 

Boku       38 10 48 26 7 33 

2 ERCA (federal 

police ) 

Adama city 31 9 40 21 6 27 

Total 163 43 196 104 30 134 

Source: survey data 2021 
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Out of which 134 sample size 30 participants were females which was selected purposive from police (crime 

prevention and investigation) and ERCA(federal police) and proportionally stratified random sampling 

techniques by ratio to ensure equal participation of females and males respondents for questioner.  

Purposive sampling leads to greater depth of information from a smaller number of carefully selected units 

(Patton, 2002).The number of key informants from 12-15 alters the results of the community readiness 

assessment(BMC Res Notes, 2021) and 12 key informants were deployed for this study. The number of FGD 

participants usually ranges from (8 to 12) and 8 participants were selected from regular and federal police 

members for group discussion. Ex-contraband and current contraband traders were selected by using snow ball 

sampling technique in the jail, because there was no formal structure for identifying them.  

3.5. Methods of Data Collection 
Data was collected by both primary and secondary methods using the following tools. The primary data was 

collected through questionnaire survey, Key Informant Interviews (KIIs), Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) and 

observation.The English version of the instrument will be translated to Oromigna to fit to the study population. 

Here language experts were consulted. 

3.6. Data quality assurance/Assumption 
The researchers had undertaken measures to control the quality of the data by pre - testing the questionnaires on 

12 respondents of similar population. Based on the result of pretesting, a necessary adjustment was undertaken. 

The researcher had participated in pretesting to accept their comments, suggestion and ideas. The researcher 

also availed himself in friendly and good interpersonal relation with research participant to extract reliable data 

in case of qualitative data collection procedures in KIIs. 

3.7. Methods of Data Analysis  
Since this research was mixed data methods, it inculcated both the quantitative and the qualitative forms of data 

analysis. Descriptive statistics were used by feeding the quantitative data in to statistical software program 

SPSS and analyzed it in frequency, percentage and mean to examine the occurrence and variation by chart and 

table. The qualitative data was analyzed using thematic and descriptive analysis. And also the quantitative was 

analyzed using nominative, ordinary and ratio or interval.  

4. DATA ANALYSIS, RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

4.1. Results of Descriptive Statics among the practices of contraband at Adama city 

Before, directly go to the analysis of the research questions it is better to assess the overall pictures and trends 

of practiced or seized contraband goods at Adama city directive police Office. Accordingly, the below table 2 

shows that the data seized contraband goods flow into Adama city and exit from it and contraband trends 

respectively. 
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Table 2: Results of Descriptive Statics among practice of contraband goods at Adama city from 2016-2020 year 

 

Source: survey data 2021, five years (2016-2020) Adama city police report among contraband trade  

The above table 2, showed that the estimated price of contraband goods flow into Adama city under different 

years from 2016-2020.The report also indicates that the main contraband goods imported through togo-wuchale, 

Afar and Moyale to oromia region across both east and west hararge zone as well as from Moyale and Bale 

Goba across through shashamane city inter into Adama. Such as; are textile products, sugar, shoes, tobacco, 

drugs, food items, spare parts, electronics, juniper tree board, fertilizer, shisha with its materials as well as 

charcoal (annual report 2016 -2020) Adama city directive police Adiminstration. For detail figure 3 below 

indicates the trend how contraband is going along that specific area.  

 

Figure 2: practiced of contraband goods at Adama city from year 2016-2020 

 

According to above figure 2 implied that the seized of contraband goods in Adama city flowed from 2016- 

2018 constant, 2018 - 2019 increased and 2019 - 2020 decreased. Additionally, the prices of contraband goods 

at each year was: from 2016 - 2017 and 2018 - 2019 year increased while from 2017 - 2018 and 2019 - 2020 

year decreased. According to this five years report indicated that the contraband flow was not constantly 

decreased. which means there were the existence of unsolved challenges with police in contraband prevention at 

Adama city. 
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Table 3: Descriptive Statics among “Is there practice of contraband in Adama city?” 

 Is there practice of contraband in Adama city? 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid YES 98 73.1 73.1 73.1 

NO 36 26.9 26.9 100.0 

Total 134 100.0 100.0  

Source: Field Survey, February 2021 

The above table 3 showed that different contraband goods were practiced in Adama city 

The researcher found it important to establish the respondent’s opinion whether they agree or disagree at idea 

of practice of contraband in Adama city. It emerged from the findings that majority 98(73.1%) of the 

respondents said YES while 36(26.9%) of the respondents said NO with idea of the practice of contraband. 

Which means contraband trade was surely existed. 

Table 4:Descriptive Statics employee’s perception on the practice of contraband  

 

Source: Field Survey, February 2021 

 

The above table 4 showed that the total summation of grand percentile majority 73.4(54.78%) of respondents 

agreed while 30.6(22.84% ) of the respondents disagreed at all statements listed in table . Which means 

different types of contraband trade was practiced at date and night time and in different direction entered into 

Adama city. Suchn as; weapons, medicine, cloths, shoes, electronics, material for food and etc had been 

entering from Togo-wuchale, Afar, Moyale, Harar and Bale Gobba to Adama.  

Generally the data that were collected by quantitative and qualitative through questioner, key informant 

interview and focus group discussion were the same response from respondents on contraband trades practiced 

at Adama city from Moyale and Bale Goba across through shashamane city inter into Adama. Such as; are 

textile products, sugar, shoes, tobacco, drugs, food items, spare parts, electronics, juniper tree board, fertilizer, 

shisha with its materials as well as charcoal.  

Supporting this finding:The high level of unemployment and poverty provide the basis and excuse for the youth 

to take to drugs and other crimes in the society Ntuli (2000) ,The dimensions and momentum of trans-border 

smuggling and criminal activities have increase to the smugglers, as Obembe (1982) observes, no trade is more 

profitable as smuggling; it is quick to riches and since it involves selling and buying, Hornsby and Hobbs 

(2007) argue that while small-scale boot legging operations became a fairly lucrative business for some, when 

N

o 

 Statement 

 

Strongly 

disagree(1) 

Disagree(2) Neutral(3) Agree(4) Strongly 

agree(5) 

f % f % f % f % f % 

1.  The contraband is practiced at date and 

night time 

7 5.2 32 23.9 15 11.2 78 
58.2 2 1.5 

2.  contraband trade has been practicing in 

Adama city in complex manner 

8 6.0 
34 25.4 10 7.5 75 56.0 7 5.2 

3.  Contraband trade has been practicing in 

Adama city with network(e.g, with legal 

busness,military,etc) 

8 6.0 

30 22.4 9 6.7 77 57.5 10 7.5 

4.  There are different types of contraband are 

practiced in Adama city (such as; weapons, 

medicine, cloths, shoes, electronics, 

material for food and etc.) 

14 10.4 

24 17.9 10 7.5 70 52.2 16 11.9 

5.  different types of contraband goods are 

trafficked  from togo-wuchale, Afar, 

Moyale,Harar and Bale Gobba to Adama 

10 7.5 

33 24.6 20 14.9 67 50.0 4 3.0 

Grand percentile 9.4 7.02 30

.6 

22.84 12.8 9.56 73.4 54.78 7.8 5.82 
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Customs began their zero-tolerance approach to smuggling, and began regularly seizing vehicles, many 

smugglers got out of the cross-border market. 

4.2. Results of Descriptive Statics among the external and internal threats on combating contraband at 

Adama city 

The issue of human resource management, materials, coordination, collaboration, plan, information, awareness 

and participation are one core activity for any stalk holder as well as security sector organization to combat. 

Under this issue different statements that can show the respondent’s point of view in accordance with the 

internal and external threats on combating contraband trade have been listed and the results have been presented 

below briefly.  

 

Table 5:Descriptive Statics among Employee’s perception on the internal and external threats on combating 

contraband trade 

Source: Field Survey, February 2021 

According to the above table 5 implied that the total summation of grand percentile majority 76( 56.73%) of 

employee’s perception had disagreed while 24.88 (18.55%) of total grand percentile of respondents agreed. 

There fore all the above variables data result had been threatening to combating contraband trade in Adama city. 

Generally the data that were collected by both quantitative and qualitative through questioner, key informant 

interview and focus group discussion were the same response from respondents on lack of awareness, less 

commitment from police, lack check point, numbers of unemployment increased, lack of cooperation and 

collaboration with different stalk holders, corruption ( benefit chain) lack of moderate prevention and smooth 

policy about contraband trade. 

Supporting this finding, According to Bharat (2005), vulnerability assessment is a systematic examination of a 

system to identify components that may be at risk of attacks and to determine appropriate procedures that can be 

implemented to reduce such risks; Tax over, unwillingness of society to combat contraband with security, 

contraband is complex by its nature, society have not interest to give information for security, society have lack 

N

o 

 Statement 

 

Strongly 

disagree(

1) 

Disagree 

(2) 

Neutral 

(3) 

Agree 

(4) 

Strongly 

agree(5) 

f % f % f % f  % f % 

6.  Police organization and security sectors has high 

commitment, coordination, collaboration and own  

common plan with different stake holder (like; federal 

police, NGO, social media, security office and revenue 

office) to combat contraband 

23 17

.2 

77 
57.

5 
5 

3.

7 
20 

14.

9 
9 6.7 

7.  The Contraband control team is adequate,competent 

knowledge and skilled to control contraband in Adama 

city 

10 7.

5 80 
59.

7 
11 

8.

2 
27 

20.

1 
6 4.5 

8.  There are technological instruments like scanning 

machines, Good physical working conditions, enough 

checkpoints or kellas to control all contraband activities 

17 12

.7 69 
51.

5 
15 

11

.2 
23 

17.

2 
10 7.5 

9.  There is enough public Awareness of community from 

police organization to combat contraband. 

18 13

.4 
78 

58.

2 
8 

6.

0 
25 

18.

7 
5 3.7 

10.  Community has high interest to prevent contraband 7 5.

2 
81 

60.

4 
4 

3.

0 
35 

26.

1 
7 5.2 

11.  There is clear policy on preventing contraband 12 9.

0 
71 

53.

0 
20 

14

.9 
22 

16.

4 
9 6.7 

12.  Employees of security sectors are very trusted on  their 

organization secret among combating contraband. 

15 11

.2 
77 

57.

5 
10 

7.

5 
27 

20.

1 
5 3.7 

13.  Contraband trader has no benefit chain with different 

person(e.g. military, employee, Authority, etc) 

19 14

.2 
75 

56.

0 
13 

9.

7 
20 

14.

9 
7 5.2 

Grand percentile. 15.

13 

11

.3 

76 56.

73 

10.

75 

8.0

3 

24.

88 

18.

55 

7.2

5 

5.4 

http://www.jetir.org/


© 2023 JETIR November 2023, Volume 10, Issue 11                    www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162) 

 
 

JETIR2311171 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org 
b６

１９ 

 

awareness among impact of contraband, inflation, number of un employment are increased, geographical space 

situation comfortable smuggling, unsustainable of political issue, organized crime, terrorism and etc. are the 

external threats of contraband for security. 

 

4.3. Results of Descriptive Statics among effects of contraband trade on security 

Table 6: Descriptive Statics with Employee’s perception on the effects of contraband on security 

Source: Field Survey, February 2021 

The above table 6 addressed that the summation of grand percentile majority 79.6(59.4%) of respondents had 

agreed while 16(11.92%) of the respondents disagreed. This implied that all the above statements about 

contraband had affected security. The all summery of data analyzed result gained by quantitative data about 

research questions on effects of contraband on security was the main factor that affected security.  

In generally as quantitative and qualitative data analyzed result showed that both respondents of key informants 

and questionnaire had the same standing on as contraband trade increase the numbers of organized crimes, 

criminals, poverty, risks on society, political, environments and economy will be increased and also contraband 

trade had impacts on security, social, and development.  

Supporting this finding, Illegal cross-border trade is an organized activity, involving both business and criminal 

activities, characterized by the importation or exportation of goods and services by unlawful means as well as 

evasion of taxes with an objective of making more profit within a short period of time (Jibril, 2014) and also 

The dimensions and momentum of trans-border smuggling and criminal activities have increase to the 

smugglers, as Obembe (1982), contraband trade has impacts on peace and security, politics, economy, social 

conflict (Bornstein,2010) and Ortuno (2009) reported that the end of the cold war saw the emergence of a new 

phenomenon in the society – the phenomenon of transnational boarder contraband trade or trans-border crime 

with its dimensions and threat to global peace and security. 

5. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 

5.1. Conclusion  

As the study indicated that about practices of contraband in Adama city, contraband trade was practiced widely. 

Which means, the main contraband goods imported through Togo-wuchale, Afar and Moyale to oromia region 

across both east and west Hararge zone as well as from Moyale and Bale Goba across through Shashamane city 

inter into Adama. Such as; are textile products, sugar, shoes, tobacco, drugs, food items, spare parts, electronics, 

juniper tree board, fertilizer, shisha with its materials as well as charcoal, dollar and different furniture. The 

study also revealed that the extent of contraband trade and scale of contraband trader. According to data 

gathered implied that it was high extent of contraband goods, large and small scale of contraband traders were 

practiced at day and night time by high level.  

According to the result of study revealed about Internal and external threats to combating contraband are: 

inadequate of control team, weak commitment of leadership  and control team, less coordination, and 

 Statement 

 

Strongly 

disagree(1) 

Disagree(2) Neutral(3) Agree(4) Strongly 

agree(5) 

f % f % f % f % f % 

Contraband trade increased crime rates 11 8.2 16 11.9 13 9.7 80 59.7 14 10.4 

Contraband trade influenced on public sectors, 

privet sectors, environment peace and security 

and government politics to be un sustainable 

10 7.5 

8 6.0 15 11.2 78 58.2 23 17.2 

Contraband reached physical harm and death on 

person during combating 

13 9.7 
11 8.2 10 7.5 82 61.2 18 13.4 

Contraband trade made security sector to leave 

their organization job and shift to contraband 

trade as well as to be corrupted  

7 5.2 

18 13.4 15 11.2 75 56.0 19 14.2 

Contraband made conflict between community 

and government as well as miss trust from 

police organization  and government 

9 6.7 

27 20.1 6 4.5 83 61.9 9 6.7 

Grand percentile. 10 7.4

6 

16 11.92 11.

8 

8.82 79.

6 

59.4 16.6 12.38 
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collaboration with different stake holder, unperformed competent knowledge and skilled, lack of technological 

instruments like scanning machines,insufficient check point or kella, weak public Awareness and uninterested 

of Community; Employees not be honest for their job and organization. While the illicit trades are increased, it 

has negative impact on stability of country's security and the formal business development.  

In this studied, an attempt was made to enquire the effects of contraband on security in Adama city. Such as, 

increased crime rates, negative influence on public and privet sectors, environment peace and security disorder, 

unsustainable politics, physical harm and death, security sector to leave their organization job and shift to 

contraband trade, conflict between community and government and people miss trust from police organization 

and government.  

5.2. Recommendations 
Recommendations On the basis of the findings and conclusions reached, the following recommendations are 

forwarded.  

 The individuals who in small scale contraband should have at least basic awareness on the negative effect 

of contraband and the advantages of shifting to legal businesses.  

 primary stakeholders (town administrations and RCA) better to organize and provide informative training 

and seminars to employees, stalk holders and community as soon as possible. 

 Relocate check points or build additional stations where ever appropriate and feasible may be important.   

 Co-ordination among stakeholders is a decisive factor that determines the success of any counter 

contraband effort. E.g., Co-planning, co-implementation and co-evaluation should be attempted among ECRA, 

regional governments, local governments, Federal and regional police, intelligence and surveillance units of the 

government.   

 properly record keeping may reduce misappropriation of sized items and corruption.   

 Reform Policy against combating contraband may be effective once  

 In order to be better efficient in our approach to reducing smuggling activities, we need to understand the 

motives, practices, methods, and trends that currently characterize smuggling in the world.  

5.3. Recommendations for further study 

Practice and effects of contraband has so far been assessed mainly on security. Particular emphasis has always 

been on effects of contraband. Interesting findings may be revealed if the research could be conducted on causes 

and mechanisms to combating contraband. Another study could be carried out on the root causes of contraband 

and policies to find its solution. 
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