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Abstract  

This study explores the themes of environmental awareness and ecological thought in the later poetry of William 

Wordsworth. Focusing on works from the latter part of his career, the analysis reveals how Wordsworth’s 

engagement with nature evolves, reflecting a deepening awareness of humanity’s impact on the natural world. 

The poet’s later writings are examined through the lens of Romantic ideals and emerging environmental 

philosophy, highlighting his contributions to ecological thought. Wordsworth’s portrayal of nature transitions 

from a source of sublime inspiration to a reflection of ecological interdependence and vulnerability. By 

emphasizing the interconnectedness of all living beings and the moral imperative to preserve the natural 

environment, Wordsworth’s later poetry anticipates modern ecological concerns and resonates with 

contemporary environmental movements. This study aims to illuminate the enduring relevance of Wordsworth’s 

ecological insights and their potential to inspire a deeper appreciation for the natural world in today’s context. 
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Introduction  

William Wordsworth, a leading figure in the Romantic movement, is renowned for his profound and 

transformative engagement with nature. His poetry, particularly in his later years, offers a compelling lens 

through which to explore environmental awareness and ecological thought. This study delves into Wordsworth’s 

later poetry, examining how his perceptions of nature evolved and how his work anticipated contemporary 

environmental concerns. 

The Romantic era, which spanned from the late 18th to the early 19th century, was marked by a heightened 

appreciation for the natural world. This period saw a reaction against the Industrial Revolution and its attendant 

environmental degradation. Wordsworth, along with other Romantic poets like Samuel Taylor Coleridge and 

Percy Bysshe Shelley, emphasized the sublime beauty of nature and its essential role in human life  . 
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Wordsworth’s early works, such as “Lyrical Ballads” co-authored with Coleridge, celebrated nature as a source 

of spiritual renewal and moral guidance . However, his later poetry reveals a more nuanced understanding of 

nature’s fragility and the ecological interconnectedness of all living beings (1). 

In his later years, Wordsworth’s poetry began to reflect a growing concern for the environmental impacts of 

industrialization and human activity. This shift is evident in poems such as “The Excursion” and “The Prelude,” 

where he grapples with the destructive consequences of industrial progress  . Wordsworth’s later works 

underscore a transition from viewing nature as an idealized, sublime entity to recognizing it as an interconnected 

system susceptible to human exploitation and harm (2). 

Wordsworth’s increasing ecological awareness can be seen in his portrayal of nature as both nurturing and 

vulnerable. In “The Excursion,” he writes of nature’s enduring beauty but also laments the changes wrought by 

industrialization and urbanization . His depiction of the Lake District, a recurring motif in his poetry, shifts from 

a pristine landscape to one threatened by human encroachment . This duality reflects Wordsworth’s evolving 

recognition of nature’s intrinsic value and the need for its preservation (3). 

One of the most significant aspects of Wordsworth’s later poetry is his emphasis on the interconnectedness of all 

living things. This ecological perspective is evident in poems like “Home at Grasmere,” where he describes the 

symbiotic relationship between humans and their environment . Wordsworth’s appreciation for the 

interdependence of natural systems prefigures modern ecological thought, which emphasizes the complex web 

of relationships that sustain life on Earth (4). 

Wordsworth’s later poetry also conveys a sense of moral responsibility towards nature. In “The Prelude,” he 

reflects on the ethical implications of humanity’s actions on the natural world, urging a more harmonious 

relationship between humans and their environment . This moral dimension aligns with contemporary 

environmental ethics, which advocate for stewardship and sustainability as guiding principles for interacting 

with the natural world. 

The Romantic ideals that underpin Wordsworth’s poetry are deeply intertwined with his environmental 

awareness. The Romantics viewed nature as a source of spiritual and emotional nourishment, a refuge from the 

alienation and mechanization of modern life . Wordsworth’s celebration of the natural world is imbued with a 

reverence for its beauty and a recognition of its vital role in human well-being. This Romantic sensibility 

continues to resonate with contemporary environmental movements that seek to reconnect people with nature 

and promote ecological consciousness (5). 

Wordsworth’s later works also highlight the impact of personal and historical contexts on his ecological thought. 

His experiences of walking through the Lake District and his observations of the changing landscape informed 

his poetic vision . Additionally, the socio-political climate of the early 19th century, marked by industrial 
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expansion and environmental degradation, influenced his growing awareness of ecological issues . Wordsworth’s 

poetry thus serves as a historical document, reflecting the environmental anxieties and aspirations of his time. 

The study of Wordsworth’s later poetry offers valuable Insights into the development of ecological thought and 

the history of environmentalism. By examining how his work anticipates contemporary ecological concerns, we 

can better understand the roots of modern environmental movements and the enduring relevance of Romantic 

ideals . Wordsworth’s emphasis on the moral and spiritual dimensions of nature resonates with current efforts to 

foster a more sustainable and ethical relationship with the natural world (6). 

William Wordsworth’s later poetry represents a significant contribution to environmental awareness and 

ecological thought. His evolving portrayal of nature, from sublime inspiration to vulnerable ecosystem, reflects 

a deepening recognition of humanity’s impact on the natural world. Wordsworth’s work underscores the 

interconnectedness of all living beings and the moral imperative to preserve the environment. By situating his 

poetry within the broader context of Romanticism and early environmental philosophy, this study highlights the 

timeless relevance of Wordsworth’s ecological insights and their potential to inspire contemporary 

environmental consciousness  . Through a close reading of his later works, we can appreciate the depth and 

complexity of Wordsworth’s engagement with nature and his enduring legacy as a poet of ecological awareness 

(7). 

 

Methodology  

This study employs a qualitative approach to examine the themes of environmental awareness and ecological 

thought in William Wordsworth’s later poetry. The research methodology is rooted in textual analysis, drawing 

on close readings of selected poems to uncover the poet’s evolving perceptions of nature and ecological 

interconnectedness.  

1. Selection of Texts: The primary texts analysed in this study include Wordsworth’s later poems, 

particularly “The Excursion,” “The Prelude,” and “Home at Grasmere.” These works were chosen for 

their rich depiction of nature and their explicit engagement with themes of environmental change and 

human impact (8). 

2. Literary Analysis: The study employs close reading techniques to analyse the selected poems. This 

involves a detailed examination of language, imagery, and thematic content to identify key motifs related 

to ecological awareness. Special attention is given to how Wordsworth’s portrayal of nature evolves over 

time, reflecting a deepening concern for environmental issues (9). 

3. Contextual Analysis: The analysis is situated within the broader context of Romantic literature and early 

19th-century environmental philosophy. Secondary sources, including critical essays and historical texts, 

are used to contextualize Wordsworth’s work within the socio-political and cultural landscape of his time. 
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This contextualization helps to illuminate the poet’s response to contemporary environmental challenges 

and his contributions to ecological thought (10). 

4. Theoretical Framework: The study is informed by ecocriticism, a theoretical framework that explores 

the relationship between literature and the environment. Ecocriticism provides the tools to analyse how 

Wordsworth’s poetry articulates ecological concerns and advocates for a harmonious relationship 

between humans and nature (11). 

5. Comparative Analysis: Where relevant, comparisons are drawn between Wordsworth’s later poetry and 

his earlier works to highlight the evolution of his environmental perspective. This comparative approach 

underscores the development of Wordsworth’s ecological thought and its alignment with Romantic 

ideals. 

Results 

The analysis of William Wordsworth’s later poetry reveals a profound evolution in his portrayal of nature and a 

deepening engagement with ecological thought. By examining “The Excursion,” “The Prelude,” and “Home at 

Grasmere” through close reading and contextual analysis, several key findings emerge. 

1. Evolving Depiction of Nature: Wordsworth’s later poetry reflects a significant shift in his portrayal of 

nature. In earlier works, nature is often idealized and presented as a source of sublime inspiration. 

However, in his later poems, nature is depicted with greater complexity, acknowledging its vulnerability 

and the impacts of human activity. For example, in “The Excursion,” Wordsworth juxtaposes the enduring 

beauty of the natural world with the destructive consequences of industrialization and urbanization. This 

duality highlights his increasing awareness of environmental degradation (12). 

2. Ecological Interconnectedness: A prominent theme in Wordsworth’s later poetry is the 

interconnectedness of all living beings. In “Home at Grasmere,” he explores the symbiotic relationships 

within the natural world, emphasizing the interdependence of humans and their environment. This 

ecological perspective anticipates modern ecological thought, which recognizes the intricate web of 

relationships that sustain life on Earth. Wordsworth’s depiction of this interconnectedness underscores 

the importance of maintaining ecological balance. 

3. Moral and Ethical Dimensions: Wordsworth’s later poetry is imbued with a sense of moral responsibility 

towards nature. In “The Prelude,” he reflects on the ethical implications of humanity’s actions on the 

natural world, urging a more harmonious relationship between humans and their environment. This moral 

dimension aligns with contemporary environmental ethics, advocating for stewardship and sustainability. 

Wordsworth’s call for ethical engagement with nature resonates with modern efforts to promote 

environmental preservation (13). 

4. Response to Industrialization: Wordsworth’s later works, such as “The Excursion,” explicitly address the 

environmental impacts of industrialization. His critique of industrial progress and its detrimental effects 
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on the landscape reflects a growing concern for the preservation of natural spaces. By situating these 

poems within the historical context of early 19th-century industrial expansion, the study highlights 

Wordsworth’s foresight in recognizing the long-term ecological consequences of industrialization. 

5. Romantic Ideals and Environmental Philosophy: The study reveals that Wordsworth’s later poetry 

continues to embody Romantic ideals, such as the reverence for nature and the quest for spiritual and 

emotional nourishment through natural experiences. These ideals are interwoven with emerging 

environmental philosophy, which emphasizes the intrinsic value of nature and the need for its 

preservation. Wordsworth’s poetry thus serves as a bridge between Romanticism and early ecological 

thought, demonstrating the enduring relevance of Romantic principles in contemporary environmental 

discourse (14). 

6. Comparative Analysis: Comparing Wordsworth’s later poetry with his earlier works underscores the 

evolution of his environmental perspective. While his early poems celebrate nature’s sublime beauty, his 

later works reflect a more nuanced understanding of nature’s fragility and the human impact on the 

environment. This shift illustrates Wordsworth’s growing ecological awareness and his anticipation of 

modern environmental concerns. 

7. Contribution to Environmental Discourse: Wordsworth’s later poetry contributes significantly to the 

development of ecological thought. His emphasis on the interconnectedness of natural systems, the moral 

imperative to preserve the environment, and the critique of industrialization provide valuable insights 

into early environmental awareness. These themes resonate with contemporary environmental 

movements, highlighting Wordsworth’s lasting influence on ecological discourse. 

Discussion  

The analysis of William Wordsworth’s later poetry reveals an intricate tapestry of environmental awareness and 

ecological thought, offering valuable insights into the evolution of his perspective on nature and its relevance to 

contemporary environmental discourse. 

 Evolving Depiction of Nature 

Wordsworth’s transition from viewing nature as a sublime source of inspiration to recognizing its fragility and 

interconnectedness marks a significant development in his ecological consciousness. This shift reflects not only 

a personal evolution but also a broader cultural and intellectual movement within the Romantic era, which 

responded to the rapid industrialization and environmental degradation of the time. Wordsworth’s nuanced 

portrayal of nature in his later works, such as “The Excursion” and “The Prelude,” anticipates modern ecological 

concerns and underscores the poet’s foresight in recognizing the importance of preserving natural landscapes 

(15). 
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 Ecological Interconnectedness 

The theme of ecological interconnectedness in Wordsworth’s later poetry highlights his progressive 

understanding of the natural world. This concept, central to modern ecological thought, underscores the 

interdependence of all living beings and the intricate web of relationships that sustain life. In “Home at 

Grasmere,” Wordsworth’s depiction of the symbiotic relationship between humans and their environment echoes 

contemporary ecological principles, such as biodiversity and ecosystem health. By emphasizing 

interconnectedness, Wordsworth challenges the anthropocentric view of nature and advocates for a more holistic 

and integrated approach to environmental stewardship (16). 

 Moral and Ethical Dimensions 

Wordsworth’s exploration of the moral and ethical dimensions of humanity’s relationship with nature aligns with 

contemporary environmental ethics. His call for a harmonious relationship between humans and the 

environment, as articulated in “The Prelude,” resonates with modern principles of sustainability and 

environmental justice. Wordsworth’s poetry encourages readers to reflect on their ethical responsibilities towards 

nature, advocating for actions that promote ecological balance and the well-being of all living beings. This moral 

imperative remains relevant today as society grapples with pressing environmental issues such as climate change, 

deforestation, and biodiversity loss (17). 

 Response to Industrialization 

Wordsworth’s critique of industrialization in his later poetry underscores his concern for the environmental 

impacts of human activity. His portrayal of the Lake District, once a symbol of pristine natural beauty, as 

threatened by industrial encroachment, serves as a poignant commentary on the consequences of unchecked 

industrial progress. This perspective aligns with the Romantic movement’s broader critique of industrialization 

and its adverse effects on the natural world and human well-being. By situating Wordsworth’s work within the 

historical context of early 19th-century industrial expansion, this study highlights the poet’s role as an early 

advocate for environmental preservation and his anticipation of the long-term ecological consequences of 

industrialization (18). 

 Romantic Ideals and Environmental Philosophy 

Wordsworth’s later poetry seamlessly integrates Romantic ideals with emerging environmental philosophy. His 

reverence for nature and its spiritual and emotional significance reflects the Romantic quest for meaning and 

connection in a rapidly changing world. These ideals, which emphasize the intrinsic value of nature and the need 

for its preservation, continue to resonate with contemporary environmental movements. Wordsworth’s poetry 
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serves as a bridge between Romanticism and modern ecological thought, demonstrating the enduring relevance 

of Romantic principles in today’s efforts to promote environmental awareness and sustainability (19). 

 Comparative Analysis 

Comparing Wordsworth’s later poetry with his earlier works reveals the evolution of his environmental 

perspective. While his early poems celebrate the sublime beauty of nature, his later works reflect a deeper 

understanding of nature’s vulnerability and the human impact on the environment. This comparative analysis 

underscores the development of Wordsworth’s ecological thought and its alignment with the broader trajectory 

of Romanticism towards greater environmental consciousness. By tracing this evolution, the study highlights 

Wordsworth’s growing recognition of the need for environmental preservation and his contributions to the 

foundations of modern ecological discourse (20). 

 Contribution to Environmental Discourse 

Wordsworth’s later poetry makes a significant contribution to the development of ecological thought. His 

emphasis on the interconnectedness of natural systems, the moral imperative to preserve the environment, and 

the critique of industrialization provide valuable insights into early environmental awareness. These themes 

resonate with contemporary environmental movements, underscoring Wordsworth’s lasting influence on 

ecological discourse. By articulating a vision of nature that is both spiritually enriching and ecologically 

interconnected, Wordsworth’s work continues to inspire and inform modern efforts to foster a more sustainable 

and ethical relationship with the natural world. 

Conclusion  

William Wordsworth’s later poetry stands as a testament to his deepening ecological awareness and his evolving 

understanding of nature’s complexity and vulnerability. Through close analysis of poems such as “The 

Excursion,” “The Prelude,” and “Home at Grasmere,” this study highlights how Wordsworth’s portrayal of 

nature transitions from an idealized, sublime entity to a fragile ecosystem deeply intertwined with human 

existence. His emphasis on ecological interconnectedness and the moral imperatives of environmental 

preservation anticipates contemporary ecological thought and resonates with modern environmental ethics. 

Wordsworth’s critique of industrialization and his advocacy for the preservation of natural landscapes underscore 

his foresight in recognizing the long-term ecological consequences of human activity. By situating his work 

within the broader context of Romantic ideals and early 19th-century environmental philosophy, the study 

underscores the enduring relevance of Wordsworth’s insights in today’s environmental discourse. The poet’s 

integration of Romantic principles with a profound respect for nature’s intrinsic value continues to inspire 

contemporary environmental movements, emphasizing the spiritual and emotional significance of the natural 

world. Wordsworth’s later poetry thus serves as a bridge between historical Romanticism and modern ecological 
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awareness, highlighting the timeless importance of a harmonious relationship between humans and the 

environment. 

In conclusion, Wordsworth’s later works offer invaluable contributions to the foundation of ecological thought. 

His legacy as a poet of environmental consciousness endures, providing a rich source of inspiration for fostering 

a deeper appreciation and ethical stewardship of the natural world. Through his poetic vision, Wordsworth invites 

us to reflect on our responsibilities towards nature and to embrace a more sustainable and interconnected 

existence. 
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