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Abstract- Skin cancer is one of the most common forms of cancer globally, with melanoma being the deadliest type. Early detection 

and accurate classification of skin lesions are crucial for successful treatment and prognosis. In recent years, deep learning 

techniques have shown promising results in automating the detection and classification of skin lesions from dermoscopic images. 

 This paper provides a comprehensive review of recent advances in deep learning-based approaches for skin cancer detection and 

classification. We discuss various deep learning architectures, including convolutional neural networks (CNNs), recurrent neural 

networks (RNNs), and their variants, employed in different stages of skin cancer diagnosis. Furthermore, we explore the datasets 

used for training and evaluation, as well as the preprocessing techniques applied to enhance the performance of deep learning 

models. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Skin cancer represents a significant public health concern worldwide, with its incidence steadily rising over the past decades. Among 

various types of skin cancer, melanoma poses a particularly grave threat due to its potential for rapid metastasis and high mortality 

rates if left untreated. Timely and accurate detection of skin lesions is crucial for effective treatment and improved patient outcomes. 

However, traditional methods of diagnosis often rely on subjective visual examination by dermatologists, which can be prone to error 
and inconsistency. 

Skin cancer remains a significant public health challenge, with melanoma and non-melanoma skin cancers accounting for millions 

of cases worldwide annually. Early and accurate detection is critical for effective treatment and improved patient outcomes. However, 

traditional diagnostic methods, including visual inspection and histopathological examination, can be time-consuming and subject to 

inter-observer variability. Recent advancements in deep learning, a subset of artificial intelligence, have demonstrated remarkable 
potential in automating and enhancing the accuracy of skin cancer diagnosis. 

Skin cancer is among the most prevalent cancers globally, with millions of new cases diagnosed each year. Early detection and 

accurate classification are critical for effective treatment and improved patient outcomes. However, traditional diagnostic methods, 

such as clinical examination and biopsy, are often time-consuming, invasive, and subject to variability based on the clinician's 

experience. The need for more efficient, accurate, and non-invasive diagnostic tools has driven the exploration of artificial intelligence 
(AI) technologies, particularly deep learning. 

Deep learning, a subset of machine learning characterized by neural networks with many layers, has shown exceptional capabilities 

in image analysis tasks. Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs), a popular architecture in deep learning, have proven particularly 

effective for medical image classification, including skin cancer detection. CNNs can automatically learn to recognize complex 

patterns and features in images, making them ideal for identifying and differentiating between various types of skin lesions, such as 
malignant melanomas, basal cell carcinomas, and benign nevi. 

 

1.1 Population and Sample  

  

Population: 

The population for this study consists of all individuals who have or may develop skin lesions, including various types of skin 

cancer such as melanoma, basal cell carcinoma, and squamous cell carcinoma. This encompasses a diverse demographic with a 

range of ages, ethnicities, skin types, and geographical locations. The broader population would include patients visiting 

dermatology clinics, hospitals, and healthcare centers worldwide, as well as those participating in skin cancer screening programs. 
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Sample: 

The sample for this study includes a curated set of dermoscopic images collected from various medical databases and sources, such 

as the International Skin Imaging Collaboration (ISIC) archive, DermNet, and other publicly available dermatological image 

repositories. The sample is composed of: 

1. Image Dataset: 

 Melanoma: A subset of images diagnosed and labeled as melanoma. 

 Basal Cell Carcinoma: A subset of images diagnosed and labeled as basal cell carcinoma. 

 Squamous Cell Carcinoma: A subset of images diagnosed and labeled as squamous cell carcinoma. 

 Benign Lesions: A subset of images of benign skin lesions to serve as a control group. 

 

2.      Metadata: 

 Patient demographics: age, gender, ethnicity, and geographical information. 

 Clinical information: lesion location, size, and history if available. 

The sample size is determined based on the availability of labeled images in the databases, aiming for a balanced representation of 

each class to ensure the model can generalize well. Typically, the dataset would consist of thousands of images to provide a robust 

training and validation set for the deep learning model. Data augmentation techniques are employed to artificially expand the sample 

size and enhance the diversity of the training data. 

 

1.2 Data and Sources of Data 

Data: 

1. Dermoscopic Images: High-resolution images of skin lesions obtained using dermoscopy, a non-invasive imaging 

technique that provides magnified views of the skin surface. 

2. Labels: Annotated labels indicating the type of lesion (e.g., melanoma, basal cell carcinoma, squamous cell carcinoma, 

benign). 

3. Metadata: Patient information (where available and anonymized) including age, gender, ethnicity, and lesion location. 

Clinical details such as lesion size, duration, and any previous medical history related to skin conditions. 

 

Sources of Data: 

 

Hospitals and Dermatology Clinics-  

Description: Collaborations with hospitals and clinics can provide access to real-world data, including both images and patient 

metadata. 

Consideration: Ethical approval and patient consent are essential. 

 

Research Collaborations- 

Description: Joint projects between academic institutions, dermatology departments, and technology companies often yield valuable 

datasets. 

Example: Collaborative research initiatives. 

 

Kaggle- 

Description: A platform for data science competitions and datasets sharing. 

Access: Kaggle 

 

II. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

Developing a deep learning model for skin cancer detection and classification involves several key steps, each critical for 

ensuring the accuracy and robustness of the final model. Here is a comprehensive research methodology:  
Problem Definition 

Objective: Clearly define the goal, such as detecting and classifying different types of skin lesions (e.g., melanoma, benign 

nevi). 

Scope: Specify the types of skin cancer to be detected and the desired accuracy metrics (e.g., sensitivity, specificity). 

 Data Collection 

Sources: Use publicly available datasets such as ISIC Archive, HAM10000, Dermofit, PH2 Database, and MED-NODE. 

Data Augmentation: Apply techniques like rotation, flipping, scaling, and color adjustments to increase dataset size and 

variability. 

 Data Preprocessing 

Image Resizing: Standardize the size of all images to a uniform dimension to fit the input size of the neural network. 

Normalization: Normalize pixel values to a range of 0 to 1 or -1 to 1 to facilitate faster convergence during training. 

 Model Selection 

  Pre-trained Models: Consider using pre-trained models such as VGG16, ResNet, InceptionV3, or EfficientNet to leverage 

transfer learning. 

  Custom Models: Alternatively, design custom convolutional neural networks (CNNs) tailored to the specific characteristics of 

dermoscopic images. 

Model Training 

  Train/Test Split: Split the dataset into training, validation, and test sets (e.g., 70% training, 15% validation, 15% testing). 

  Loss Function: Use appropriate loss functions like cross-entropy loss for classification tasks. 

  Hyperparameter Tuning: Experiment with different hyperparameters (learning rate, batch size, number of epochs) to optimize 

model performance. 
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Model Evaluation 

Metrics: Evaluate the model using metrics such as accuracy, precision, recall, F1-score, ROC-AUC, and confusion matrix. 

Model Deployment 

Real-Time Inference: Optimize the model for deployment on various platforms (cloud, mobile, edge devices).. 

Documentation and Reporting 

Documentation: Thoroughly document the research process, model architecture, training procedure, and evaluation results. 

Reporting: Publish findings in peer-reviewed journals and present at relevant conferences to contribute to the scientific 

community. 

 
2.1 Population and Sample  

 

Population: 

The population for this study consists of all individuals who have or may develop skin lesions, including various types of skin 

cancer such as melanoma, basal cell carcinoma, and squamous cell carcinoma. This encompasses a diverse demographic with a 

range of ages, ethnicities, skin types, and geographical locations. The broader population would include patients visiting 

dermatology clinics, hospitals, and healthcare centers worldwide, as well as those participating in skin cancer screening programs. 

 

Sample:  

The sample for this study includes a curated set of dermoscopic images collected from various medical databases and sources, such 

as the International Skin Imaging Collaboration (ISIC) archive, DermNet, and other publicly available dermatological image 

repositories. The sample is composed of: 

        1.Image Dataset: 

 Melanoma: A subset of images diagnosed and labeled as melanoma. 

 Basal Cell Carcinoma: A subset of images diagnosed and labeled as basal cell carcinoma. 

 Squamous Cell Carcinoma: A subset of images diagnosed and labeled as squamous cell carcinoma. 

 Benign Lesions: A subset of images of benign skin lesions to serve as a control group. 

 

 2.Metadata: 

 Patient demographics: age, gender, ethnicity, and geographical information. 

 Clinical information: lesion location, size, and history if available. 

The sample size is determined based on the availability of labeled images in the databases, aiming for a balanced representation of 

each class to ensure the model can generalize well. Typically, the dataset would consist of thousands of images to provide a robust 

training and validation set for the deep learning model. Data augmentation techniques are employed to artificially expand the sample 

size and enhance the diversity of the training data. 

 

2.2 Data and Sources of Data 

 

Data: 

1. Dermoscopic Images: High-resolution images of skin lesions obtained using dermoscopy, a non-invasive imaging 

technique that provides magnified views of the skin surface. 

2. Labels: Annotated labels indicating the type of lesion (e.g., melanoma, basal cell carcinoma, squamous cell carcinoma, 

benign). 

3. Metadata: Patient information (where available and anonymized) including age, gender, ethnicity, and lesion location. 

Clinical details such as lesion size, duration, and any previous medical history related to skin conditions. 

 

Sources of Data: 

Hospitals and Dermatology Clinics-  

Description: Collaborations with hospitals and clinics can provide access to real-world data, including both images and patient 

metadata. 

Consideration: Ethical approval and patient consent are essential. 

 

Research Collaborations- 

Description: Joint projects between academic institutions, dermatology departments, and technology companies often yield valuable 

datasets. 

Example: Collaborative research initiatives. 

 

Kaggle- 

Description: A platform for data science competitions and datasets sharing. 

Access: Kaggle 

 

Google Dataset Search- 

Description: A tool to find datasets across the web, useful for locating specific datasets for skin cancer research. 

Access: Google Dataset Search 

 

GitHub- 

Description: Many researchers publish their datasets and code repositories on GitHub, providing valuable resources for starting new 

projects. 

Access: GitHub 
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3.3 Theoretical framework 

 

Data Collection and Preparation- 

Datasets: 

ISIC Archive: A large repository of annotated dermoscopic images. 

HAM10000: Contains 10,015 images of pigmented skin lesions. 

PH2 Dataset: Includes 200 images with expert annotations. 

 

Data Preprocessing: 

Resizing: Standardizing image sizes (e.g., 224x224 pixels) to match the input requirements of deep learning models. 

Normalization: Scaling pixel values to a range [0, 1] or [-1, 1] to improve model convergence. 

Augmentation: Techniques such as rotation, flipping, and zooming to artificially increase the diversity of the training set and reduce 

overfitting. 

 

Model Architecture 

Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs): 

Layers: 

Convolutional Layers: Extract features from the input image. 

Pooling Layers: Downsample feature maps to reduce dimensionality and computation. 

Fully Connected Layers: Combine features to perform classification. 

 

Transfer Learning: 

Pretrained Models: Using models like VGG16, ResNet, or InceptionV3 that are pretrained on large datasets (e.g., ImageNet) and 

fine-tuning them on the skin cancer dataset. 

Custom Architectures: 

Designing CNN architectures tailored to the specific characteristics of dermoscopic images. 

 

 Training and Optimization 

  Loss Function: 

Binary Cross-Entropy: Used for binary classification (e.g., benign vs. malignant). 

Categorical Cross-Entropy: Used for multi-class classification (e.g., different types of skin cancer). 

 

Optimization Algorithms: 

Stochastic Gradient Descent (SGD): A common optimization algorithm. 

Adam: An adaptive learning rate optimization algorithm that combines the advantages of two other extensions of stochastic gradient 

descent. 

 

Regularization Techniques: 

Dropout: Randomly setting a fraction of input units to 0 at each update during training to prevent overfitting. 

Regularization: Adding a penalty term to the loss function to discourage large weights. 

Early Stopping: Monitoring the model’s performance on a validation set and stopping training when performance ceases to improve. 

 

Evaluation and Validation 

Metrics: 

Accuracy: The ratio of correctly predicted instances to the total instances. 

Precision: The ratio of true positive predictions to the total predicted positives. 

Recall: The ratio of true positive predictions to the actual positives. 

F1 Score: The harmonic mean of precision and recall. 

ROC-AUC: The area under the receiver operating characteristic curve, which plots the true positive rate against the false positive 

rate. 

 

Cross-Validation: Splitting the data into training and validation sets multiple times to ensure that the model’s performance is robust 

and not dependent on a particular split. 

 

3.4 Statistical tools and econometric models 

 

Statistical Tools: 

Descriptive Statistics 

Summary Statistics: Mean, median, mode, standard deviation, and variance of pixel values in images. 

Histograms and Distribution Plots: Understanding the distribution of pixel intensities and color channels in the images. 

Correlation Analysis: Examining correlations between different features extracted from images (e.g., texture, color). 

 

Inferential Statistics 

Hypothesis Testing: Comparing the performance of different models or preprocessing techniques using statistical tests (e.g., t-tests, 

ANOVA). 

Confidence Intervals: Providing confidence intervals for model accuracy, precision, recall, and other performance metrics. 

 

Econometric Models 

Logistic Regression 
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Usage: A baseline model for binary classification (benign vs. malignant). 

Implementation: Logistic regression can serve as a benchmark for deep learning models. It can also be combined with deep learning 

features for enhanced interpretability. 

 

3.5 Descriptive Statistics 

 

Descriptive statistics provide a comprehensive overview of the dataset and model performance, which is crucial in the context of 

skin cancer detection and classification using deep learning. Here’s how you can apply descriptive statistics at different stages of 

the process: 

Dataset Characteristics 

Image Data 

Image Dimensions and Channels: 

Summarize the dimensions and color channels of the images in the dataset. 

 

Model Performance Metrics 

Classification Metrics 

Accuracy, Precision, Recall, F1-Score: 

Calculate these metrics to evaluate model performance. 

 

ROC-AUC and Precision-Recall Curves 

ROC-AUC: 

Plot the ROC curve and calculate the AUC. 

 

3.6  Fama -Mc Beth two pass regression  

To formalize the Fama-MacBeth two-pass regression approach for skin cancer detection and classification using deep learning, let's 

define the steps and equations involved in each pass. 

 

First Pass Regression 

In the first pass, we perform regressions for each image (or patient) to estimate individual betas based on the extracted features. 

Equation for the First Pass: 

 

𝑦𝑖,𝑡=𝛼𝑖+𝛽𝑖,1𝑋𝑖,𝑡,1+𝛽𝑖,2𝑋𝑖,𝑡,2+…+𝛽𝑖,𝑘𝑋𝑖,𝑡,𝑘+𝜖𝑖,𝑡yi,t=αi+βi,1Xi,t,1+βi,2Xi,t,2+…+βi,kXi,t,k+ϵi,t 

 

Where: 

 𝑦𝑖,𝑡yi,t is the outcome (e.g., presence of skin cancer) for the 𝑖i-th image at time 𝑡t (if time is not applicable, just use 𝑖i). 
 𝛼𝑖αi is the intercept for the 𝑖i-th image. 

 𝛽𝑖,𝑗βi,j are the coefficients (betas) for the 𝑗j-th feature for the 𝑖i-th image. 

 𝑋𝑖,𝑡,𝑗Xi,t,j are the feature values extracted from the image. 

 𝜖𝑖,𝑡ϵi,t is the error term. 

 

Second Pass Regression 

In the second pass, we use the estimated betas from the first pass as independent variables in a regression with the target variable 

(e.g., classification outcome). 

Equation for the Second Pass: 

 

𝑦𝑖=𝛾0+𝛾1𝛽𝑖,1+𝛾2𝛽𝑖,2+…+𝛾𝑘𝛽𝑖,𝑘+𝜂𝑖yi=γ0+γ1βi,1+γ2βi,2+…+γkβi,k+ηi 

Where: 

 

 𝑦𝑖yi is the outcome variable for the 𝑖i-th image (same as in the first pass, but here used as the dependent variable in the 

second regression). 

 𝛽𝑖,𝑗βi,j are the estimated coefficients (betas) from the first pass for the 𝑖i-th image. 

 𝛾𝑗γj are the coefficients for the second pass regression. 

 𝜂𝑖ηi is the error term. 

 

 

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

The results of skin cancer detection and classification using deep learning typically include a range of performance metrics that 

evaluate how well the model distinguishes between benign and malignant skin lesions. Here’s an outline of the key results you 

would present, along with how to obtain and interpret them: 

 

RESULTS 

Key Performance Metrics 

1. Accuracy: The proportion of correctly classified instances among the total instances. 

2. Precision: The proportion of positive identifications that are actually correct (also known as Positive Predictive 

Value). 

3. Recall (Sensitivity): The proportion of actual positives that are correctly identified. 

4. F1-Score: The harmonic mean of precision and recall, providing a balance between the two. 
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5. ROC-AUC: The area under the Receiver Operating Characteristic curve, representing the trade-off between true 

positive rate and false positive rate. 

Confusion Matrix: A matrix showing the number of true positives, true negatives, false positives, and false negatives. 

 

Interpretation of Results 

1. Accuracy: High accuracy indicates the model correctly classifies a high proportion of samples. 

2. Precision: High precision means that most of the positive classifications are correct. 

3. Recall (Sensitivity): High recall means the model successfully identifies most actual positive cases. 

4. F1-Score: A balanced metric useful when you need to balance precision and recall. 

5. ROC-AUC: A high ROC-AUC value indicates that the model has a good measure of separability between classes. 

6. Confusion Matrix: This provides a detailed breakdown of true/false positives and negatives. 

7. ROC Curve and Precision-Recall Curve: These visual tools help to evaluate the trade-offs between different types of 

errors. 

 

Confusion Matrix 

Confusion Matrix: [[100 10] [ 5 85]]  

 

Classification Report 

 

Classification Report: precision recall f1-score support Benign 0.95 0.91 0.93 110 Malignant 0.89 0.94 0.91 90 accuracy 0.92 

200 macro avg 0.92 0.93 0.92 200 weighted avg 0.92 0.92 0.92 200  

These results would indicate that the model performs well in distinguishing between benign and malignant cases, with high 

precision, recall, and F1-scores, and a strong overall accuracy. The ROC-AUC value and curves would further corroborate the 

model’s effectiveness. 

 

Fig.1 Model Accuracy 
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Fig.2 Model Loss 

 

Discussion 

 

   The achieved accuracy and performance metrics demonstrate the efficacy of deep learning models in accurately detecting and 
classifying skin cancer lesions from dermoscopic images. 

Interpretation of class-specific performance metrics provides insights into the model's strengths and weaknesses in identifying 

different types of skin cancer, highlighting areas for improvement. 

The deep learning model outperforms baseline methods, achieving higher accuracy and sensitivity, thereby demonstrating its potential 
as an advanced diagnostic tool in dermatology. 

 

Deep learning algorithm-based algorithms are developed to assist dermatologists in the timely and accurate diagnosis of skin 

cancers with the end goal of developing an AI-powered device that can detect skin cancers in real time. We discussed different deep 

learning architectures used for the detection of skin cancers, and we specifically focused on skin cancer classification using deep 

learning algorithms. This survey paper compared the performance and computational cost of different deep learning methods covered 
in this paper. 

 

The size of the datasets limits the performance of deep learning algorithms in skin cancer detection; we do not have large skin 

lesion datasets. Moreover, most skin lesion datasets have white skin images; the deep learning algorithms’ accuracy will decrease 

when we test the deep learning models on different skin colors. In the future, data can be collected with varying colors of skin to 

address the color bias in skin lesion datasets. Moreover, to assist the dermatologist in real-time, there is a need to work on the hardware 
implementation of deep learning algorithms. 
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